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Abstract. The topic of school dropout is of interest in the context of reforming the 
Romanian education system, as the significant percentages recorded by this 
indicator indicate. The motivation of pupils and students for the level of excellence 
in studies is increasingly low, and the level of financial and intellectual development 
of the family from which they come is also a decisive factor in the emergence of 
school dropout. The educational field is perceived as the equalizer of social evolution 
in society and fulfills its role of social stratification. For many years, the belief that 
education could increase social equality and promote social justice was dominant. 
However, the idea has been challenged on both theoretical and empirical grounds. 
In the public discourse, education was considered the primary tool for promoting 
social equality, mobility, and personal development. Evaluating the positive 
relationship between education and income, many political decision-makers 
consider education an effective tool to promote the increase of skills and reduce 
social inequality, especially by improving the qualifications of the less educated 
segments of the population. However, relatively limited empirical research has been 
carried out in Romania compared to most European countries, either by economists 
or sociologists, on the precise channels through which education influences 
inequality. 
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